
"[As as scientist]your goal should always 
be to make a major impact, to always be 
hungry to make a difference." 

Dr. Purugganan hopes to help us 
understand "how crop species are 
domesticated and how evolution occurs” 
and, with this research, help crop breeders 
develop new crops. He also cares about 
raising a generation of scientists that use 
science to make a difference.
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          The Rice Record

Michael worked in journalism for awhile, 
even being offered work as aforeign 
correspondent for the Associated Press. 
Although he ended up pursuing science, his 
experiences taught him“the value of a 
good story”, helping shape his data 
presentation and writing.

Dr. Purugganan turned his attention to 
studying rice domestication because rice 
was a large part of the food and culture in 
the Philippines, where he grew up, and 
because of his interest inbenefiting 
developingcountries.
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